Dehalogenation in environmental biotechnology.
During the past year, the field of dehalogenation has seen rapid progress in the identification of novel organisms, the sequencing of new genes, and the delineation of mechanisms for important enzymes. Newly identified anaerobic organisms are beginning to offer insights into a previously obscure, but important, group of bacteria involved in environmental dehalogenation. An important series of X-ray structure determinations have provided key knowledge for understanding and, ultimately, engineering biodehalogenation catalysis.